Bowen's disease with high telomerase activity.
We describe an 81-year-old Japanese woman who had a palm-sized, erythematous plaque with a nodular lesion on the lateral abdomen. The biopsy specimens taken from the erythematous plaque and reddish nodule show that bowenoid changes were present in the epidermis and epidermis to dermis, respectively. A sentinel lymph node biopsy (SNB) was performed with blue dye and radioisotope in her right groin region and two lymph nodes were found to be occupied by many atypical cells. The erythematous plaque with nodular lesion was completely removed with a 3-cm margin under general anesthesia, and complete regional lymph node dissection was also performed. In addition, high telomerase activity was seen in the erythema plaque while using a telomeric repeat amplification protocol assay. In conclusion, some instances of Bowen's disease might have high telomerase activity in the atypical cells and can progress to Bowen's carcinoma. The SNB was regarded as a useful method to detect early lymph node metastases in this case.